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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH DELEGATION TO FARAKKA TALKS 

REF: DACCA 2288 

1 . ACCORDING TO AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT IN DACCA, A 
TEN-MEMBER DELEGATION WILL TRAVEL TO NEW DELHI MAY 6 TO 
RESUME DISCUSSIONS ON THE FARAKKA ISSUE. THE DELEGATION 
WILL BE LED BY B.M. ABBAS, ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 
ON FLOOD CONTROL, WATER RESOURCES AND POWER. OTHER 
MEMBERS WILL BE MUSTAEA KAMAL, ADVOCATE-GENERAL; 

M. ASAFADDOWLA, CHAIRMAN OF WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD; 
HARUNUR RASHID, DIRECTOR GENERAL, MEA; M.F.A. SIDDIQUI, 
MEMBER, JOINT RIVERS COMMISSION; AMJAD HOSSAIN KHAN AND 
M.A. MATIN OF WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD AND SEVERAL MEMBERS 
OF THE BANGLADESH HIGH COMMISSION IN NEW DELHI, INCLUDING 
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER. INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO BANGLA- 
DEHS, K.P.S. MENON, HAS ALSO GONE TO DELHI. 
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2. COMMENT: THE DELEGATION, AS WAS EXPECTED, IS COMPOSED 
OF TECHNICAL RATHER THAN POLITICAL OR DIPLOMATIC DELE- 
GATES. IT SEEMS A BIT UNLIKELY THAT SUCH A TECHNICAL- 
LEVEL DELEGATION WOULD BE GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY OP 
CONCLUDING A FARAKKA TREATY, AS WAS ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED MIGHT 
OCCUR IN DELHI. THE FARAKKA ISSUE HAS RECEIVED LITTLE 
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PUBLICITY IN DACCA RECENTLY AND EEW PEOPLE SEEM TO 
BELIEVE THAT A COMPLETE AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED SOON. 

MORE IMPORTANT IN THIS JUDGEMENT THAN THE TECHNICAL LEVEL 
OE THE CURRENT DELEGATION IS THE IMPENDING ELECTION IN 
WEST BENGAL AND WHAT IS SEEN HERE AS A POTENTIAL ANTI- JANATA 
ISSUE ON EARAKKA. 

3. FYI: ABBAS IS DESCRIBED AS "ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT", 

BUT HE IS NOT A MEMBER OE "THE COUNCIL OE ADVISORS", THE 
SURROGATE CABINET, AND IS THEREEORE NOT A MINISTERIAL 
RANK. 

MASTERS 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISSEMINATION COORDINATED WITH S/S-0, MR. PEOTENHAUER. 
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